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Trying their asbestos
Pipe leak leads to mold
in Gordon Wilson Hall
BY TREY CRUMBIE AND SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
A steam pipe leak has led to mold growth in one of the academic
buildings on campus.
David Oliver, director of Environmental Health and Safety, said the
leaking pipe was located underneath Gordon Wilson Hall. Steam and
moisture entered in one of the building’s prop rooms through a manhole.
Oliver said because the pipe leak was underground, he was unsure
of when the leak started.
“There was some moisture and steam that came out of a manhole
cover that’s inside the building,” he said.
The room sustained water damage, which led to the mold buildup
inside the room.
Bryan Russell, chief facilities officer, said the leak was discovered

SEE MOLD PAGE A3
WKU boiler specialists and Lyons Company employees repair a damaged steam pipe in the 3-foot crawl space beneath Gordon Wilson Hall on Friday, Jan. 30. The pipe
developed a leak which spread moisture inside the crawl space, encouraging the growth of mold in one of the building's prop rooms. The building, which now houses
theater and dance classes, was built in 1927 when asbestos insulation was an industry standard. Due to the number of individual and often fragile props that may need
special cleaning, abatement in the most affected room may take until the end of next week. PHOTOS BY LEONORA BENKATO/HERALD
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University continues
WKUHERALD.COM to pursue accessibility TV host
WHAT'S ONLINE AT

BY ANNA LAWSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

BG Booms when
students return

WHAT YOU SHOULD
BE READING TODAY

» Sundance: Students
inspired by Sundance Film
Festival B1
» Community College:
Two KCTCS presidents
support President Obama's
free community college
proposal A3

Every WKU student has complained
about “the Hill” at some point in their
college careers. Seeing students wheezing while walking to class is a normal,
every day occurrence. Students scout
out which routes allow them to get to
class while going up the smallest incline.
However, some students face an even
harder time getting around campus.
It takes the average student about 15
minutes to walk to the top of the Hill
from the bottom, but for someone in
a wheelchair that time goes up drastically.
Matt Davis, student accessibility center coordinator, can offer a unique view
on this predicament.
Davis attended WKU and dealt with
maneuvering around campus, as he is
in a wheelchair himself. While here, he
was a representative on the Americans
with Disabilities Act committee. During his time serving on the committee,
they made many adjustments to campus. However, improvements continue
today.

speaking
Thursday

“As far as accessibility on campus we
have made a lot of strides,” he said.
“But it's really a challenge in some areas of campus because of the age of the
buildings.”
Currently all campus-wide transportation is accessible to every student,
including those in wheelchairs.
“Not only are they wheelchair accessible but they have a ramp that comes
out just like any student getting onto
the shuttle,” Davis said.
The Center also offers an ADA van
that can go door-to-door to take students to class. This is also available to
students with temporary disabilities to
allow them to get around campus easily, according to WKU’s transportation
policies.
Davis said while campus has drastically improved since he was a WKU
student, challenges still exist.
Federal ADA legislation specifically
requires that all “public accommodations” must have equal accessibility for
disabled users, yet some buildings on
campus are harder to use than others.
Senior Patrick MacDonald noticed
how difficult it was for a fellow student

Award-winning author and TV-show
host Melissa Harris-Perry will speak at
WKU in just a few days.
As part of the Cultural Enhancement
Series, Harris-Perry’s lecture is titled
“We Can't Breathe: The Very Real Consequences of Structural Inequality.”
Her lecture will be Thursday, Feb.
5th, at 7:30 p.m. in Van Meter Hall.
One of the goals of the CES is to host
a diversity of speakers with many different ideas to make them as accessible as possible to students.
A committee, made up of members of the university faculty, brought
ideas and issues to the meetings they
wanted the CES to address. David Lee,
dean of Potter College of Arts and Letters, said Harris-Perry’s name came up
very early during the CES committee’s

SEE ACCESSIBILITY PAGE A2

SEE AUTHOR PAGE A2

BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Continued from FRONT
meetings.
“A lot of her work focuses on intersection of gender and race and politics,
and those are all pretty timely topics,”
he said. “I think she has important
things to say about important matters.”
Saundra Ardrey, department head
for political science, said it’s important

ACCESSIBILITY
Continued from FRONT
to navigate Gordon Wilson Hall,
which has three floors and no elevator.
“I got to know her and see how excited she was for learning, and then I
realized how limited her access was,”
the Goshen native said.
When the buildings are old, it can be
difficult to provide the accommodations that each student needs to make
it to class.
“We move the classes to a different
building,” Davis said. “They actually
did that for me when I was a student
here.”
MacDonald wanted to go one step
beyond. Two years ago, he created an
online petition to boost Gordon Wilson’s accessibility by adding an elevator.
“I think we’re all used to the stairs,”
MacDonald said. “But when you stop
to think of how many buildings have
steps and on our hill, you realize how
much longer it takes to get places between classes.”
Due to the incline of campus, some
ramps on the Hill must be in certain
locations that are sometimes inconvenient.
“There is quite a challenge in some
areas of campus just because the slope
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to have different voices who can share
their different viewpoints. She also said
Harris-Perry has credibility on a lot of issues for the African-American community, as well as others, due to the many
and varied subjects she specializes in.
“She captures the imagination of
many folks who are disenfranchised,”
she said.
Ardrey said the appearance of HarrisPerry holds personal significance, be-

cause they are both part of the handful of African-American women with
a doctorate in political science. She
said the appearance will share current
events and issues with a larger community.
The “Melissa Harris-Perry” show airs
on Saturdays and Sundays from 9 to 11
a.m. on MSNBC. Her most recent book
is “Sister Citizen: Shame, Stereotypes,
and Black Women in America.” She

currently holds professorship at her
alma mater, Wake Forest University.
She is also the founding director for the
Anna Julia Cooper Center on Gender,
Race and Politics in the South, which
focuses on research and programs related to gender, race, and politics in the
South.
This event is open to the public. Free
tickets are available by calling 1-270745-3121 or visiting wku.showare.com.

is so steep,” Davis said. “Some of them
might not be the most convenient but
we try to stretch the dollar as much as
we can.”
Davis said that the availability of
funds can cause challenges when
making sure students are taken care
of, and deciding what is more cost effective.
As for MacDonald’s petition, he presented the over 1,800 signatures to David Lee, dean of Potter College of Arts
and Letters, who then met with President Gary Ransdell.
However, Gordon Wilson has yet to
add an elevator.
“There hasn’t been much response,” MacDonald said. “I don’t
mean to say nothing is happening,
but I feel like they could be doing
so much more. The disabilities office is doing the best they can with
what they have to help the students,
but there are ways it could be made
more of a priority.”
The office relies heavily on the university for its funding, with some of the
students receiving support from state
agencies such as vocational rehab and
an office for the blind.
Davis said there is always something
that needs to be improved on campus
to make it more accessible.
“In this job just when you think
you've solved all the problems

something else comes up,” he said.
“That’s where student feedback
comes in.”
He said there will always be students
who complain about the accessibility on campus, but the office uses this
to improve wheelchair accommodations.
“No matter what you do there are going to be student concerns but to me
student complaints to our office can
be a positive thing because that helps
create change,” Davis said. “Student
feedback really helps things move in a
positive direction.”
According to Davis, the office has
had a good working relationship with
the different departments on campus.
“I think sometimes some of the challenges may be just educating the different departments on why there is
a specific need and what that need is
for,” he said. “Because a lot of times it
may be just a misunderstanding, or
question as to why something needs to
be done.”
Davis said they work along with other
areas of campus to make sure student
needs are met.
“It is more trying to be student focused, but sometimes we have student concerns or requests that we
try to deal with and making sure that
those departments on campus are

involved in that process,” Davis said.
“That’s what we’re here for is to help
students.”
For MacDonald, awareness is
enough.
“When people are aware of (accessibility), they’re willing to sign for it, to
support it,” he said. “It’s bringing up
something most of us don’t deal with
on a daily basis.”

CRIME
REPORTS
• Bowling Green freshman
David Lambrianou, of Hugh
Poland Hall, reported on Jan.
28 his car had been keyed in
Creason Lot.
• Louisville freshman Michael
Hefler, of McCormack Hall,
was arrested on Jan. 29 on
an E-warrant from the Shelby
County District Court.

hope is
discover what

#HopeIs

Sundays 8a | 9:30a | 11a

LIVING HOPE

BAPTIST CHURCH
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Support for ‘free’ community college spurs debate
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Members of the Kentucky
Community and Technical
College System recently voiced
their support of President
Barack Obama’s proposal to
provide two free years of community college to all students.
Kris Williams, president of
Henderson Community College, a KCTCS school, said the
proposal could provide opportunities to many who seek
higher education degrees.
“It could positively impact
thousands of Kentuckians,”
she said.
KCTCS is a system of 16
Kentucky community and

technical colleges, seven of
which partner with WKU
through a Joint Admissions
agreement.
HCC is a Joint Admissions
partner with WKU.
Through Joint Admissions,
students work to complete an
associate degree at their community college while simultaneously enrolled at WKU.
The program allows for a
transition from the associate
degree to a bachelor’s degree
from WKU.
Williams said she felt that if
the proposal were to take effect it would be a “win-win” for
WKU and HCC.
Williams said she believes the
proposal would improve the
partnership between HCC and

WKU by bringing more students to the transfer program.
Jay Allen, president of Hopkinsville Community College, another KCTCS and
Joint Admissions partner
school with WKU, said WKU
receives a “fairly significant
portion” of graduates from
his school.
Allen said the proposal would
provide an opportunity for
more students to afford to go on
to get their bachelor’s degree.
“We have a diverse set of students who come from various
socioeconomic backgrounds,”
he said. “It’s an exciting possibility for students across the
country.”
Williams said she hopes
state and federal funding will

be in place for the program.
“I’m cautiously optimistic,”
Williams said.
President Gary Ransdell
said he was not surprised by
KCTCS’s support of the proposal.
“Of course they would,” he
said. “Who's not in favor of
higher education?”
However, Ransdell said he
was concerned with the funding of the program.
“My enthusiasm is tempered,” he said.
Obama’s proposal states that
federal money will fund 75
percent of the cost of community college, and participating
states will provide the remaining 25 percent.
Ransdell said he was “not

enamored” with the federal
government funding the program. He said he was also concerned about the states’ ability
to afford it.
“I don’t see how states can
invest in this,” he said.
Ransdell said there has not
been an increase in state
funds toward higher education since 2006 and he felt
“uneasy” about states paying
for community college “at the
expense of four-year institutions.”
According to Ransdell, bachelor, master and doctoral degrees drive the economy and
he believes the proposal may
not be strategic when considering the broader economic
development.

WKU on list to be recognized as Green Ribbon School
BY LASHANA HARNEY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU is in the running to be
recognized as a U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School (ED-GRS).
Melissa Young, director of
special projects on the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education, said the council chose WKU over two other
submitted proposals.
“WKU has not been selected
yet, as they have been selected
to represent Kentucky in the
national competition,” Young
said.
Young said the review committee was impressed with
WKU’s sustainability education.

“It wasn’t just the majors, but
how the environment is used
as a teaching tool,” Young
said. “…Their proposal really
showed a good example for
the rest of the state.”
WKU had to demonstrate excellence in the three pillars: reducing environmental impact,
improving health and wellness
and effective, environmental
sustainability education.
Young said WKU stood out
because of the university’s
commitment to local produce
and Farmers’ Markets.
Christian Ryan, WKU sustainability coordinator, said
the proposal process started
at the end of October.
“Basically we put together a

MOLD
Continued from FRONT
early last week. Russell said it took
some time to find the source of the leak
because it was in the prop room.
“People aren’t in those spaces very
often,” he said.
Clean up and repair is being taken
care of quickly, he said.
Russell said the leak was caused
largely by the age of the pipe, which

small committee and put together a proposal and made
it awesome,” Ryan said. “…It
was really a nice, collaborative
effort.”
After submitting the proposal in December, Ryan said
she was notified of the nomination on Tuesday, Jan. 27. She
said WKU’s committee made
revisions to their proposal and
sent it to be reviewed by the
Department of Education.
Ryan said in the proposal,
committee members outlined
WKU’s sustainability efforts
such as energy conservation,
waste reduction strategies and
academic programs.
She said the proposal highlighted WKU’s master degree

dates back to the 1950s.
Before the leak could be fixed, asbestos used as pipe insulation had to be
abated and removed, Russell said.
Built in 1927, Gordon Wilson Hall
houses the Theatre & Dance department. The Gordon Wilson Lab Theater
holds rehearsals for nearly every production, both dance and drama.
Mayfield senior Jade Primicias plans
to hold a dance recital for her honors
thesis in the Lab Theater.
She and fellow dance majors have

program in Social Responsibility and Sustainable Communities and how the program was the first in Kentucky.
She said the proposal also emphasized WKU’s sustainability
research and how the Office of
Sustainability is a best practice
demonstration home.
“We have an amazing storm
water quality management
plan,” Ryan said. “We talked
about air quality management.
There are so many things we are
doing. We couldn’t fit them all;
the maximum is 15 pages… We
got enough in there to make an
impression.”
The ED-GRS award originally applied to K-12 schools.
This is the first year higher ed-

understood for a long time that Gordon Wilson was in “rough shape.”
“I heard a little while back there was
asbestos and mold, but they didn’t
make a big deal about it, so we didn’t
either,” Primicias said.
It wasn’t until Tuesday morning that
Primicias noticed something out of the
ordinary, as repair crews went in and
out of her dance class.
As rehearsals continue in Gordon
Wilson for upcoming productions,
Primicias said she worries about what

ucation schools were invited
to participate, Young said. Individual states select one university or college to compete
as the state nominee in the
national competition.
Young said 25 schools will receive the award.
If WKU wins, President Gary
Ransdell will be invited to D.C.
to accept the award, Ryan said.
Ryan said WKU will not receive a financial award if chosen, just recognition that WKU
is environmentally conscience.
The results of the ED-GRS
competition concludes April
26, Earth Day.
“It seems like Earth Day’s a
long time away,” Ryan said.
“We feel really hopeful.”

the future of the building–and those
productions–will be.
“I’m worried that the more work
they do, the more problems they’ll
find,” she said. “As far as the actual issues, they never really explained to us
what it was. People would joke about
breathing in asbestos and mold… we
don’t know if this is bad for our health
breathing in all of this stuff because we
haven’t been told anything.”
For now, the show–and practices–
must go on.
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EDITORIAL

OPINION

Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

TWEETS FROM

THE HILL
@joeimel: Student calls WKUPD
to complain that preachers are too
loud, impeding his ability to learn.
WKUPD warns both groups about
noise level. #WKU — 12:34 PM - 29
Jan 2015
@joeimel: EMS responding to a report of a hand stuck in a couch at
1219 Kentucky Street.— 7:48 PM - 30
Jan 2015
@CaylaDuncan: Doc Sadler's hair
looks like it's trying to run away
from his scary ass face. #WKU #WKUGameFace— 4:39 PM - 31 Jan 2015
@JessiPuckett: Why aren't all college lounges like #wku #aglounge
—10:55 AM - 29 Jan 2015
@BrianEdmondsxo: I should by another #wku hoodie. Hmm. *thinks
— 9:56 AM - 29 Jan 2015
@_A1LaFlare: My Professor Just
Said She Liked My Retro 14's! #WKU
— 11:06 AM - 28 Jan 2015

Administration misses
the mark on sustainability
THE ISSUE: The planet is on the verge of a
climate disaster, yet campus sustainability
seems to be low on WKU’s priority totem
pole.

OUR STANCE: The Office of Sustainability cannot feasibly carry the weight of
campus environmental consciousness
on its own. It’s up to administrators to assist and begin making radical decisions
to help sustain our environment.

O

n Jan. 21, Republican Sen.
James Inhofe of Oklahoma officially accepted the position as
chairman of the U.S. Senate’s Environment Committee. This is a man who
believes that climate, “having always
changed and always will,” cannot be
changed by human actions.
Basing his argument on the existence
of climate change through archaeological, biblical and historical evidence,
Sen. Inhofe is blind to his position as a
climate change denier sorely in need of
a Climate 101 crash course.
The fact that one of the top voices in the
country is woefully uneducated on the
actual status of climate change seems to
clash with President Barack Obama’s vision for the country. At the United Nations
Climate Summit in NewYork City last year,
President Obama reaffirmed his 2009

promise of reducing the country’s carbon
emissions by roughly 17 percent by 2020.
However, this success depends on
how the rest of the nation contributes to
protecting our environment. With an increasing number of studies proving the
alarming state of our climate, every individual is accountable for their own ecological footprint. There is neither time
nor room to continue pacifying those
who deny the current climate situation.
WKU’s Office of Sustainability, created
in 2008, has worked tirelessly to bring an
array of programs that would integrate
principles of sustainability into campus
life. Student committees and organizations such as The Energy Conservation
Task Force and GreenToppers have
worked to initiate projects that contribute to energy conservation goals.
With budget limitations, there’s only
so much they can do.
Sustainability falls under the Division
of Campus Services and Facilities and
part of the university budget. Of the
$30 million allocated for this particular
expenditure summary, sustainability
falls second to last with a minuscule
$100,000 budget, only $40,000 more
than what was allocated for the Alumni
Square Garage. Conversely, $700,000
was set aside for Planning, Design &
Construction, and a cool $200,000 for

stockroom services.
It’s true that times are tough — they
always have been. WKU seems to fight
tooth and nail annually for a budgetary
increase that never seems to materialize. However, it’s appalling that more
money is being spent on construction
than conservation.
With the amount of carbon emissions
released by the construction vehicles this
campus has seen in recent years, it’s only
reasonable to try to reach some form of
equilibrium. While cuts, consolidations
and reallocations of funds are necessary,
we call on WKU to work diligently toward
sustaining our campus.
For clarity, there’s not a single entity on
campus that doesn’t arguably deserve a
part of the university budget. And it is
not as if WKU doesn't take tremendous
strides toward a better enviornment in
comparison to other universities. It's
obvious that President Ransdell cares
about conservation. Though in the
current state of affairs, it’s difficult to
see how sustainability is only worth a
measly $100,000 out of our almost $400
million budget. Both our campus and
our planet deserve more financial attention, and it’s time for both students
and administrators to make sacrifices
in order to ensure a better environmental future.

@Kyle_Sewell07: It takes a confident man to wear orange leather
pants to class #WKU #wtf — 10:35
AM - 28 Jan 2015
@carleeisaac: Is this a freaking
joke??? As if I had motivation to
make the trek to Cherry before it
had no heat. #WKU — 8:25 PM - 27
Jan 2015
@LuckyDay_777: Campus traffic
is Satan. #WKU — 3:34 PM - 27 Jan
2015
@autumnrae381: I just had my first
class in Cherry Hall, and it is the last
semester of my undergrad. #WKU
#how #senior — 2:06 PM - 27 Jan
2015
@kassmitchell: I've seen 4 people
on campus today with black eyes.
First week of the semester got ya
beaten down already? #wku —
10:11 AM - 27 Jan 2015
@cgravil: Seeing all the dead snowmen corpses on South Lawn is making me uncomfortable. #WKU #GoTops — 9:34 AM - 27 Jan 2015

NOW PLAYING

‘Project Almanac’ squanders its inventive premise
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM
“Project
Almanac”
starts off with plenty of
potential. However, an
intriguing teaser at the
JACKSON beginning and an iniFRENCH tially realistic approach
to the story only makes
its eventual fall into
Now Playing:
mediocrity more disWatch out for
appointing.
what to watch.
A genius high school

student named David Raskin, played
by Jonny Weston, finds a video where
he, as a teenager, appears at his own
seventh birthday party. Heeding this
call to adventure, he and his friends
build a time machine based on his
dad’s old blueprints. For about half an
hour, the movie follows a refreshingly
logical and entertaining route.
However, the story throws away all its
potential when the obligatory romance
gets shoehorned in. Once Raskin’s love
interest (Sofia Black-D’Elia as Jessie
Pierce) becomes a featured part of the
story, director Dean Israelite abandons
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his thoughtful approach to time travel.
“Project Almanac” becomes a story
of teenagers using time travel for the
most petty of reasons—from getting
revenge for a minor transgression
to passing a pop quiz. They even go
to Lollapalooza to promote Imagine
Dragons in an obvious flurry of product placement.
Though the plot has obvious flaws,
the misuse of the found footage technique is its most frustrating aspect.
The characters film everything, including crimes they commit, lunchroom
conversations, classes and even them-

selves watching videos on the Internet.
Half the time, the script doesn’t even
bother coming up with a flimsy excuse
for why Raskin’s sister is constantly
filming what happens.
This habit of filming everything is
solely for the audience’s benefit and
makes no sense in the context of the
story, which repeatedly takes the viewer out of the experience.
“Project Almanac” might have been
good if it had stuck with its clever approach. Instead, a fixation with a shooting
method that isn’t appropriate and a boring
romance detracts from this movie’s merit.
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HELP WANTED
City of Bowling Green
TENNIS INSTRUCTORS
Parks & Recreation Department Seasonal Positions
TENNIS INSTRUCTORS - Instructs beginning and
advanced tennis lessons. Coordinates and runs tennis
activities, 15-30 hours per week; weekend work optional.
$8.37/hr.
Interested applicants can apply online
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs
or at the Human Resources Department in City Hall,
1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

City of Bowling Green
CAMP COUNSELORS
Parks & Recreation Department Seasonal Positions
CAMP COUNSELORS - Assists with Summer Camp,
leads group activities; some counselors work with special
needs children, teens, & adults. Must be knowledgeable
in recreation/sports activities; may require CPR & First
Aid Certification. 40 hours per week; May thru August;
weekend may be required. Age 17+; $8.37/hr.
Interested applicants can apply online
www.bgky.org/hr/jobs
or at the Human Resources Department in City Hall,
1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Double Dogs of Bowling Green is hiring cooks!
Apply in person Monday thru Friday
between 2pm and 4pm.
1780 Scottsville Road.
Top Dollar Potential Earnings!
Great Working Atmosphere!

Community Organizer Position Opening
with Kentuckians For The Commonwealth
Position located in Warren County. Competitive pay and
good benefits. Read more and apply at
www.kftc.org/jobs

FOR SALE
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092

FOR RENT
One bedroom apartment; 1 block from campus;
$420/month. (270) 282-4478.
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

ACROSS
1 Like some restrictive
dinners
5 Andrew of “Melrose
Place”
9 First, for now
14 Strives
16 Brewery prefix
17 “Pardon my sword
fight”?
19 Refuses to release
20 “Lifts the spirits”
gp.
21 Eau Claire-toGreen Bay direction
22 All-purpose rides
24 Ocean predator
26 “The good news:
mostly A-OK. The bad
news: __”?
33 Singer Carly __
Jepsen
34 Start of some Texas
city names
35 Mrs. Robinson’s
daughter
36 Milo of “The
Verdict”

39 Play about Capote 3 “__ No Sunshine”:
41 With an __: mindful Bill Withers hit
4 Averts a knockout
of
5 Fight souvenirs
42 Words
44 Okla. campus with a 6 Solo in space
7 Source of khaki?
Prayer Tower
8 New Jersey township
46 Author Yutang
with the motto “Let
47 Tool for putting a
Ping-Pong ball in orbit? There Be Light”
9 “Moi?”
51 Boer village
10 Retreat
52 Monthly pmt.
11 S.A. country at 0
53 Boom holder
degrees latitude
56 Court
12 Father of Phobos
58 “Magic Hour”
13 Fool
author Susan
62 Big affair for E.T.? 15 Whacked, biblically
65 McGwire broke his 18 Strong suit
23 “Beat it!”
record
25 NASCAR’s
66 “Love every sip”
Yarborough
sloganeer
26 Chat room persona
67 Concert venue
non grata
68 Poems of praise
27 GPA booster
69 Memo demand
28 Big name in Indian
politics
DOWN
29 With 30-Down, a
1 Stylebook entries:
former name of Minute
Abbr.
Maid Park
2 Picard’s counselor

SUDOKU

30 See 29-Down
31 No later than
32 Freetown currency
37 Matthau’s “I.Q.”
role
38 Passbook abbr.
40 Drive
43 Loosely worn
garment
45 Buoys
48 “My Cup Runneth
Over” musical
49 “The Fox and the
Grapes” writer
50 Beltway environs
53 Household
nickname
54 Apple application
no longer in use
55 Filly’s father
57 “The Wizard __”
59 Cranks (up)
60 Julio’s home
61 Faux pas
63 Org. whose seal
includes an eagle
perched on a key
64 Really big shoe
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PHOTO

Jessica Phelps, of Bowling Green, left, celebrates the Seattle Seahawks touchdown in the second quarter at Overtime Sports Bar & Grill. "I'm a Indianapolis Colts fan, but I
can't stand the Patriots," said Phelps. The New England Patriots won 28-24 against the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XLIX on Sunday, Feb. 1.

NOTHING

DEFLATED
ABOUT IT
PHOTOS BY JEFF BROWN

Atlanta senior, David Holloway, right, watches intensely, at Hilligans, as the
New England Patriots and the Seattle Seahawks play in the 4th quarter. "I'm
not a Seahawks fan. I just own the jersey." said Holloway. The New England
Patriots won 28-24 against Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XLIX on Sunday,
Feb. 1.

New England raised, Horst Sweetsir celebrates a Patriot touchdown before halftime at
Overtime Sports Bar & Grill. The New England Patriots won 28-24 against the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XLIX on Sunday, Feb. 1.
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GEOLOGY

ROCKS

MEMBERS OF THE WKU GEOLOGY CLUB WENT TO THE
MOJAVE DESERT IN THE SPRING OF 2014. DURING THEIR
TRIP, THEY COLLECTED ROCK SAMPLES AND WENT CAMPING. CALEB KOOSTRA/ SPECIAL TO THE HERALD.

Geology Club digs up
opportunities for WKU students

BY MADISON MARTIN

largely student-run group is given “a

course in analytical techniques, very

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

lot of autonomy,” as faculty advisor

early in their major,” Wulff said. “So

and associate professor of geology

when they bring (samples) back, they

Andrew Wulff explained.

already know how to use all of the

If one regularly walks through the

lobby of the Environmental Science

and Technology building, they might

The group fundraises by having

come across a vendor displaying a

rock sales and sandwich/soup sales

vast array of rocks, fossils and jewelry.

to make their many camping and hik-

This fundraiser belongs to WKU’s Ge-

ing trips a possibility.

ology Club, a group of students who

One of their recent expeditions hap-

equipment that we have in the program.”
Faculty members don’t usually go
on the trips, placing even more control into the students’ hands.

pened in the spring of 2014, when

“The idea here is that the students

“It’s a group for like-minded majors

about 13 members flew out to the

are really given the chance to be in

to exchange ideas and pleasantries,”

West Coast to collect rock samples

charge of something themselves, in-

Sean Stanley, Fort Knox senior and

from the Mojave Desert. Before go-

stead of always having to…be tagging

club vice president, said.

ing on such a trip, the students coor-

along with some faculty member,”

The club has been established for

dinate with faculty to figure out what

Wulff said. “The club is really, stu-

several years at WKU, and contributes

kind of samples they want to bring

dents taking charge, and doing things

to the undergraduate research that

back to examine in the classroom.

for students…”

are passionate about rocks.

the department aims to foster. The

“All of the geology majors take a

SEE GEOLOGY PAGE B2

WKU receives
arboretum
accreditation
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU is adorned with many
aesthetically
and
architecturally
memorable features. The statue of
Big Red posing in Downing Student
Union or the statue of President Henry
Hardin Cherry in front of Cherry Hall,
just to name a few. WKU’s campus is
home to something much more more
than statues or figurines.
Trees.
WKU recently received an ArbNet
Accreditation
by The
Morton
Arboretum in cooperation with
American Public Gardens Association
and Botanic Gardens Conservation
International, said Joshua Twardowski,
manager of operations and Campus
Services.
“This
international
initiative
offers four levels of accreditation,
recognizing arboreta of various
degrees of development, capacity and
professionalism,” he said in an email.
Martin Stone, associate professor of
Horticulture and director of the Baker
Arboretum, said the accreditation was
a logical move for WKU as they have
strived to increase the diversity of tree
foliage on campus in past years.
“They’ve taken the campus itself and
gotten it accredited as an arboretum
in itself,” Stone said.
The Baker Arboretum is a privately
owned facility that is affiliated with
WKU and boasts over 150 acres of
diverse plant life. Stone said that this
recent decision is very nice for the

SEE ARBORETUM PAGE B2

Students inspired by Sundance Film Festival trip

BY ANDREW HENDERSON

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Keanu Reeves, Jason Segel and Spike
Lee all walk into a film festival. This is
not the setup for a bad joke, but rather
the reality for the students who participated in a Study Away to the Sundance
Film Festival in Park City, Utah this
past January.
There were 14 students who experienced the Sundance Film Festival over
the winter term from Jan. 20 through
Jan. 28. The group of students were led
by English professor Ted Hovet and assistant professor of English Dawn Hall.
Hall and Hovet said this was their second time taking a group of students to
the well-known film festival.
“It’s the most prestigious of all film
festivals,” Hovet said.
Hovet was one of the key figures in
helping to develop the film major at
WKU back in 2010 when he combined
efforts with the School of Journalism &
Broadcasting to create the major. He
said SJ&B teaches the more hands-on
side of the film industry while he and

FREE EVENT!
wku.edu/go/ces

LIKE
WKU CULTURAL
ENHANCEMENT SERIES
ON FACEBOOK

others in the English department focus
more on the literary and content part
of the major.
Hovet said the Study Away at Sundance fits with a lot of different majors
and provides three credit hours for several areas of study, including film, English and pop culture.
Both professors agreed the previous
academic preparation would pale in
comparison to the real-world experience gained from attending the festival.
“I think travel is one of the best means
of education,” Hall said.
The students who went to Sundance
strongly echo these sentiments held by
Hall and Hovet.
Lexington senior Fiona Martin said
her visit to the film festival was more
than just a school trip. It was a chance
to make real connections with the
group.
“It was more than an academic experience,” she said.
For Martin, the trip to Sundance was
something that had caught her eye last
year, and since then, it had been on her

WKU students had the opportuntiy to visit the Sundance Film Festival this past January.
DAWN HALL/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

bucket list. Martin said the question
and answer panels after the films were
her favorite part of the festival. Directors, producers, actors and actresses

often made appearances after their
respective films to answer audience

SEE SUNDANCE PAGE B2

2014-2015 CULTURAL ENHANCEMENT SERIES PRESENTS:

Melissa
Harris-Perry
February 5, 2015 - 7:30 p.m.
Van Meter Hall Auditorium

Free tickets are
available at
wku.showare.com or
by calling the Fine
Arts Box Oﬃce
(M-F, 12:30pm-4pm)
at 1-270-745-3121.
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Greeks prepare for spring recruitment
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Spring recruitment is underway
at WKU, and Greek life hopes to see
growth.
Greek Affairs Coordinator Alexandria
Kennedy said the recruitment process
can be difficult to explain, but urged
students interested in joining a Greek
organization to reach out to Student
Activities or come to a special meeting.
An informational meeting will be
held Sunday, Feb. 8 in Downing Student Union, Room 3020 at 6 p.m. for interested students to gain more knowledge about Greek life on campus.
The informational session will inform
students about the three different greek
councils on campus: the Interfraternity
Council (IFC) for fraternities, the National Panhellenic Council (NPC) for
sororities and the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) for historically black
sororities and fraternities.
The term recruitment refers to the
IFC and NPC chapters, while intake is
the term used by NPHC chapters. Recruitment is offered to all undergraduate students and intake is typically for
upperclassmen, said Kennedy.
“Recruitment for NPC is more successful in the fall because incoming freshman (sic.) want to join right
away,” said Kennedy.
Maximum spaces are also a factor in
why fall recruitment is more successful
for NPC. There is a “total” number, as de-

GEOLOGY

Continued from life

Although leadership and professional development are greatly emphasized, the club has impacted its members and the surrounding community
in other ways.
Having the group brings a sense of
camaraderie to the geology department. The group meets together for
pizza and Jimmy John’s, as well as movie nights where they screen comicallybad science films.
“It’s pooled some of us that would’ve
never talked to each other together…
it’s a close bond,” Caleb Koostra, a
Bowling Green senior and club member, said. “If someone’s struggling in a
class, the club will pretty much do anything to help them.”
The club generates a lot of sales
around the holidays, especially last
semester, when they made geologic
Christmas decorations for the trees in
the Dean’s office and the Kentucky Museum. Faculty and staff will even make
requests for the student-made orna-

ARBORETUM

Continued from life

university and further solidifies its
place as an already beautiful campus.
Twardowski said these strides have
been taken for nearly two decades
with President Gary Ransdell heading
the initiative.
“We are working hard to ensure we have
a sustainable campus,” Ransdell said.
WKU’s recent accreditation from
The Morton Arboretum was a Level 1
accreditation, meaning that a certain
list of criteria was met to achieve these
standards said Campus Gardener Leah
Hopwood.
Hopwood said that one of the criteria
that had to be fulfilled for the campus to
receive this Level 1 accreditation was the
requirement to have at least 25 different
species of trees, and both her and
Twardowski said the campus far exceeds
that.
“WKU’s hilltop campus is already
a place a beauty, boasting a tree
canopy made up of over 3,500 trees,”
Twardowski said.
Hopwood commented that other
criteria that had to be met to attain the
Level 1 accreditation included having a
specific plan for planting, establishing a
governing body and having the plants
properly labeled. Hopwood said that
this recent accreditation also boasts
educational opportunities for students.

SUNDANCE

Continued from life

questions.
“You get to kind of get inside their
heads,” Martin said.
In contrast, Louisville junior Michael
Blackshire said he learned a great deal
about the financial side of the film industry and the distribution involved
with films. However, he couldn’t deny
the celebrity aspect of the festival definitely appealed to him as well.
“Watching the movies in the same
room as the celebrities was the best,”
Blackshire said.
While the students were starstruck,
Hall and Hovet were often inspired by
their students and their ability to learn
and grow during the festival.
Hall said she enjoys watching the
students grow during this experience.

scribed by Kennedy, calculated every fall,
after formal recruitment, as the maximum number NPC greeks can recruit.
The “total” for this year is 147, meaning there can be up to 147 recruited
members, but all Greek chapters must
have at least three members to be considered an organization.
Though the NPHC and IFC don’t have
the “total” guideline, they’re still required to have at least three members.
Other requirements that Greeks
adhere to are G.P.A. standards. Each
chapter can set their own GPA standard, as long as it matches the university’s standard.
Incoming freshmen are welcomed in
IFC and NPC chapters. Those potential
recruitments must have a high school
GPA of at least a 2.5.
Charles Megargel, the IFC vice president of Recruitment, believes that going
Greek can add to the college experience.
“Each chapter will focus on different
areas, ranging from community service, brotherhood, athletics or a campus and community concentration,”
said Megargel.
Bradenton, Florida sophomore Taylor
Zebracki, a member of Kappa Delta sorority, didn’t engage in recruitment during
the fall semester of her freshman year, but
was excited for joining in the spring.
“Once I was in a sorority, I had more
opportunities than those who weren’t
Greek,” she said. “You have more opportunities not just in college, but with
careers and anything.”

ments.
Wulff said the members are expected
to get involved further and join him in
teaching local fourth about rocks and
volcanoes.
As for what’s in store for the current
spring semester, the club is planning on
gathering this month to set some ideas
in stone. So far, an Earth Day rock sale
in Downing Student Union is tentative.
Stanley said that the club has worked
to “spread awareness of what we actually
live on, the rocks that we live on in this
area, (and) the rocks that other people
live on.”
The club is “always” looking for new
members.
“(They) don’t even have to be geologists, just like geology, rocks, fossils, even
jewelry and gemstones,” Stanley said.
But the overall goal, according to
Wulff, is to have a club “designed towards giving (students) more than
just an academic preparation. They’re
learning to advocate their science.”

“It’s a living laboratory,” Hopwood said.
Hopwood is also an alumni of
WKU and recalled times during her
horticulture classes when the class
would walk around the campus
and learn from the plant life they
encountered. Now students can look at
the plant life and educate themselves
on their scientific botanical names.
“You can look in a book and read
about them but learning hands-on is
better,” Hopwood said.
One of those students is Jonathan Parker,
Bowling Green Senior, who has been
working as a student gardener through a
work study program for three years now.
Parker said the work he does often
depends on the seasons. For example,
during the spring and fall he and other
student gardeners will plant flower beds
and maintain them throughout the season.
“We plant, propagate, trim and we’re
a versatile crew,” Parker said.
Parker said he takes a lot of pride
in how the campus looks as his work
directly affects the environment of it.
He said the overall aesthetic quality
is something that attracts students to
attend school here.
“Outside of the education Western
offers, a lot of people come here for
how the campus looks,” Parker said.
Ransdell himself said he supported
the presence of trees on campus.
“Where else would all our white
squirrels live?” he said.

She said some students are able to
see new careers and experiences available to them by coming to Sundance.
“I love watching the students learn
and experience and be immersed in
film,” Hall said.
Hovet said while he believes that his
students need to understand film history, it’s great to also offer the opportunity of seeing what’s happening in the
film industry right now.
“We feel that studying film on any
level is just a really solid, traditional
liberal arts education,” he said.
Blackshire recommended that other
students go to Sundance. He and others plan on going back to the festival
next year because of the wonderful
experience the film festival gave them.
“Even if you’re not a film major, it’s
great for other majors like marketing,
broadcast or journalism,” he said.
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Class studies ‘queer’ movies,
looks to expand understanding

BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A new class has been added to the
program of spring classes: History of
Queer Cinema, taught by assistant professor of history Marko Dumančić.
The class analyzes films from the
twentieth century from a ‘queer’ perspective and examines how Hollywood
has influenced gender and sexuality.
Dumančić created the course because he wanted to foster a sense of
community and help people with
building their identity.
“It fulfills the meaning of diversity,
and that’s about coming together,” he
said. “It demonstrates how varied our
university community is.”
The class is also meant to show people a view of the world they might not
know about. It serves as a safe space for
queer people, and allies and straight
people are welcome, he said.
Dumančić wants the class to help
LGBTQ students feel more accepted,
because he believes this is important,
he said.
One of his students, graduate student
Natalie Raymer, of Glasgow, believes
this class is doing just that.
“I think that having this course dem-

onstrates an openness and acceptance
of culture and lifestyles not similar to
your own,” she said.
Dumančić said a class like this competes for interest among different
groups, whether they be queer students, film students or history students. He believes that there is a need
and a demand for a class such as this
one.
One of his students, graduate student
Melissa Hayden, agrees.
“I think that there are students who
do not have the language to express
themselves because of the environment they have come from, and a class
like this can help them learn the words
to adequately express and identify
themselves for themselves and others,”
she said. “A class like this also helps
promote understanding from students
who do not necessarily identify as
queer.”
As part of the course, Dumančić will
be showing big-budget Hollywood
films from the twentieth century, moving chronologically through time.
The movie screenings are meant solely for the class, but if a student asked to
sit in or expressed interest in a specific
film, Dumančić said he wouldn’t have a
problem with them attending.

Black History Month events planned
to inspire, challenge participants

BY ANNA LAWSON

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Every February, WKU hosts a myriad
of events to celebrate Black History
Month. These events include speakers
and videos, as well as student-led panels.
The Office of Institutional Diversity
and Inclusion (OIDI) will be presenting
the events. Andrea Garr-Barnes, the office’s director, said that it is important
for students to take part.
“Why would a student not want to
come to an event that will provide
them with an opportunity where they
can look at the things students are facing on campus?” she said. “We are going to have to know how to work side
by side in a team to face these social
issues.”
One event she’s specifically excited
for is titled “A Conversation about
Race, Privilege and Degree Completion
for Racially Diverse Students”, which
will be held on Feb. 25.
This event aligns with OIDI’s mission
statement to aid in the successes of
under-represented groups.
“The mission… is to provide resources to the campus community
and the external community that promote inclusive excellence, access and
social justice for all,” the OIDI website
said.
The event will feature two panels:
one consisting of students who will
speak about their experiences on campus, and another that will be lead by
students, faculty and staff.
Garr-Barnes said it is vital that students lead parts of the discussion.
“Students are connecting the dots
to a new revolution, students across
the country are stepping up,” she
said. “They want to be able to give
something back, and leave a footprint.”’
On Feb. 16, “Step Up”, a WKU documentary, will premiere, with a discussion with director Noube Rateu,
producer William Medero and former
street outreach member Conan Harris

following.
“The writer, director and producer
are all under thirty years old,” GarrBarnes said. “They all graduated from
a public institution, and are all men
of color. They took this topic across
the country and have conversations
with people about the effect that a
lack of a father can have on individuals.”
Garr-Barnes said the film is meant to
open up dialogue between students,
faculty and staff in the sphere of positive communication.
“This will create a conversation
with students about how we can
use our gifts and talents and shine
a bright light on social justice,” she
said. “Everyday people can come up
with solutions. These young guys
chasing their dreams give students
the opportunity to have a real conversation with them and see what
they hope to be five years.”
Garr-Barnes believes it is important
for people to work together to make
change.
“If we as a campus and human beings don’t constantly engage in dialogue we don't understand one another,” she said. “When we are placed in a
situation where we engage in dialogue
it breaks down differences and then we
can work together to come up with a
resolution.”
The OIDI starts planning for these
events during the summer. GarrBarnes listens to the students’ requests
and tries to incorporate what they
want.
“Through research we come up with
a topic that we feel is interesting,” she
said. “Then we see if students agree.”
Garr-Barnes said students thought
that the events were timely and wanted to have discussions with one another.
“We really want students to be involved with the university,” she said.
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WKU 2015 football schedule
AT VANDERBILT ON SEPT. 5

AT NORTH TEXAS ON OCT. 17

VS LA TECH ON SEPT. 12

AT LSU ON OCT. 24

AT INDIANA ON SEPT. 19

AT OLD DOMINION ON OCT. 31

VS MIAMI (OH) ON SEPT. 26

VS FAU ON NOV. 7

AT RICE ON OCT. 3

AT FIU ON NOV. 21

VS MIDDLE TENN. ON OCT. 10

VS MARSHALL ON NOV. 28
SWIMMING

Seven Pool Records Highlight
Lady Topper Win at Marshall

The WKU women’s swim and dive team competed in its last meet of the
regular season this past weekend. Seven pool records were set on the way to
tabbing a 180-108 win over Marshall.
The first record was set in the 200-meter medley relay as sophomore Nadine
Laemmler, senior Whitney Spain, senior Susan Marquess and junior Michelle
Craddock set the new pool standard at 1:44.86.
Laemmler and Craddock also took part in the 200-meter freestyle relay with
freshman Logan Graumann and sophomore Celia Ouellette, beating out the
Thundering Herd in 1:35.93, which was also good enough for a pool record.
Senior Claire Conlon posted new records in the 100 and 200-meter breaststroke, with times of 1:03.27 and 2:16.85 respectively.
In the 200-meter backstroke, Laemmler lowered the pool time to 2:00.32, while
freshman Hannah Musser tallied a pool record with 55.11 in the 100-meter butterfly.
Marquess brought back a win in the 200-meter butterfly at 2:01.89.
Along with the above wins, WKU had six other individual wins, totaling 11 in
the 14 individual events.
Senior Ashley Forsyth took the 1000-meter freestyle in 10:15.30. Craddock
won the 500-meter freestyle with a time of 4:59.41.
Musser won the 200-meter freestyle in 1:52.55, while freshman Sydney King
and Graumman tied for the win in the 100-meter free, both clocking in at 53.27.
Freshman Haley Black nabbed the win in the 100-meter backstroke at 57.45.
On the diving side, freshman Savannah Neddo won the one meter with a
score of 239.48.
The WKU divers will be back in action in one week, when they compete on the
platform at Tennessee on Saturday, Feb. 7 at 10 a.m. CT.
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SOFTBALL

WKU receiving votes in national poll
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU softball team received votes in the ESPN.com
USA Softball Collegiate Top
25 poll, after a 33-win season
last spring. The Lady Toppers
are entering their first year in
Conference USA and are the
only team from the new conference receiving votes.
The C-USA coaches voted
WKU to finish fifth in its in-

augural campaign, with seven
returning Lady Toppers from
last season, including threetime All-Sun Belt Conference
honoree, Preslie Cruce.
Seven opponents from
WKU’s inaugural campaign
are listed in the national preseason rankings, with five of
them in the top 20.
Head Coach Amy Tudor added 10 new student-athletes—
four of whom are senior
transfers, including preseason

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Continued from SPORTS

a 73-62 win over Southern Miss.
“They did a great job, offensively, of
grinding it out,” Harper said. “There
were times when we had to guard
for nearly the entire shot clock, but I
thought we were disciplined. Especially in the second half, we did a good
job of hanging in there and finishing
plays.”

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Continued from SPORTS

“We’ve been turning it over, if you
watch us,” Clark-Heard said. “I think
the difference is we’ve been making
shots. We’ve been making shots in other games. The shots that we normally
make — we wasn’t making them today.”
It was a day in the record books for
Chastity Gooch, as she became the fifth
player in WKU history to reach 1,000
career rebounds and the fourth player
in WKU history to reach 1,500 career
points and 1,000 career rebounds. She
led the Lady Toppers in the match with
17 points against the Lady Eagles.
“What a ball game,” Southern Miss
Head Coach Joye Lee-McNelis said.
“You come to Western Kentucky, and
you look around at all the banners they
have, the tradition, and the success …
The tradition you see here is what we
are trying to instill in our young players
at Southern Miss.”
Senior Alexis Govan added 15 points
and nine rebounds, while Kendall Noble finished with nine points, seven rebounds and six assists.
“We didn’t play any defense,” Noble

C-USA Team selections Miranda Kramer and Dani Pugh
(both Indiana University- Purdue University Fort Wayne
transfers), along with Canadian National Team member
Larissa Franklin.
The Lady Topper's two preseason team selections are
the second-most honorees in
the league, tied with Charlotte
and North Texas. Florida Atlantic and Marshall each garnered three.

For his 30 points on the night, Price
shot 8-for-15 from the field and 11-for13 from the free throw line.
Senior Trency Jackson notched 14
points in the second half and fellow
senior, George Fant, had 12 points and
nine rebounds. Sophomore forward
Ben Lawson had a big impact in the
paint, defensively, for the Hilltoppers.
“I thought Ben was really good today.
He really got in there and altered some
shots around the basket,” Harper said.

After competing in the Troy
Chick-fil-A invitational this
upcoming weekend, the Lady
Toppers will face No. 5 Florida
State, No. 8 Michigan and No.
18/20 Nebraska in the Unconquered Invitational in Tallahassee, Florida.
FIU and UAB are tied for preseason favorites in the conference, as both teams received
five first-place votes. Florida
Atlantic came in third, Marshall
was picked fourth and the Lady

“I thought Trency, once he got going in
the second half—he hit a three, and all
the sudden he got a steal—I think the
light really clicked on for him."
WKU held a 34-28 lead at halftime,
but took the lead with 11:56 remaining
in the first half at 11-9 and never let it
go.
The Hilltoppers went on to score
seven of the first eight points after
halftime, leaving the score at 41-29
with just over 16 minutes to play. Both

Toppers round out the top 5.
On Friday, Feb. 6 at Troy’s
Chick-fil-A Invitational, WKU
will take on Buffalo at 9:30
a.m. before clashing with
North Florida at 2:30 p.m. On
Saturday, the Lady Toppers
will take on host-school Troy
at 5 p.m. before instantly returning to the field at 7:30 p.m.
against Alabama State. They
will finish the invitational, on
Sunday, with another matchup against Alabama State.

teams shot comparably from the field,
but WKU went 24-for-32 at the free
throw line, while Southern Miss (6-14,
1-8) was 15-for-22.
WKU has won 10 of its last 11 games
and has reached the 15-win mark before March, for the first time since the
2007-08 season.
WKU returns home to play North
Texas on Thursday, Feb. 5 at 7 p.m and
will face Rice on Saturday, Feb. 7 at 7
p.m.

said. “They were scoring every time,
and we couldn’t get any kind of stops.
We really beat ourselves.”
The teams traded baskets for a good
portion of the second half, with the
score changing 12 times throughout
the contest. Noble gave the Lady Toppers the lead with 2:28 left at 58-57, but
the Lady Eagles responded with points
from Tamara Jones and Jerontay Clemons, reaching their largest lead of the
game at five points, with 24 seconds to
play in regulation.
“We have to get better, and as a staff,
we have to go back and break down
what we need to do to figure out how to
get us back on track,” Clark-Heard said.
The Lady Toppers return to the court
next week in a pair of games in Texas,
traveling first to North Texas on Thursday, Feb 5, followed by Rice on Saturday, Feb 7.
“At the end of the day, this is our
fourth loss. We’re 18-4,” Clark-Heard
said. “I’m not going to sit here like
we are 4-18. We’ve done a lot of good
things, and we have to go back to those
things and get those things done so
that we can get better and get ready for
next week.”
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WKU forward Bria Gaines maneuvers through the lane against Southern Mississippi
defenders during on Jan. 31. WKU lost with a final score of 61-63. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
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SPORTS

» Football: WKU announced the 2015
football schedule, highlighted by
games against Vanderbilt, LSU and
Marshall. See the graphic on B4 and
read more online.

BASEBALL

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Church named
to Preseason
All-Conference

USA team
BY JOHN REECER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU senior guard, Trency Jackson (3) shoots a three-point shot in the face of UTEP's Omega Harris (2) during the two
teams' hotly contested overtime matchup, Thursday, Jan. 22 at Diddle Arena. Jackson led the HIlltoppers in scoring
with 14 points and led the team to a 71-66 victory in overtime. LUKE FRANKE /HERALD

Getting Back

ON Track
Hilltoppers notch 73-62 win over Southern Miss

BY JONAH PHILLIPS

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Hilltoppers’ nine-game winning streak was snapped by Louisiana Tech on Thursday night, with a
score of 69-56. The team rebounded with a 73-62 win over Southern
Mississippi, on Saturday.
Both contests were road games
for WKU, who has struggled away
from Diddle Arena this season. The
Hilltoppers improved to 15-6 overall, 8-1 in Conference USA play and

4-4 away.
"The pressure was the difference
in the game. We had to go small to
get another ball handler in," Head
Coach Ray Harper said on the Hilltopper IMG Sports Network after
the loss in Ruston, Louisiana. "We
had some guys that looked out of
character against the pressure."
George Fant’s eight-game streak
of registering a double-double was
snapped in Louisiana as well. He
would not register against Southern
Miss either.

"We rushed some things and
didn't do what we needed to do,"
Harper said. "When we drove the
ball, we needed to play off too or
make the play from someone else,
and we didn't do that a lot … we
tried to make it for ourselves."
Saturday proved to be a new leaf
for WKU, as senior T.J. Price tied a
career-high 30 points on 8-for-15
shooting to lead the Hilltoppers to
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With the college baseball season
starting in just under two weeks, Conference USA released its preseason
baseball coaches’ poll and awards, last
Wednesday. WKU was picked to finish
ninth in its inaugural season in the 12team conference.
WKU matched or bested its predicted order of finish in five of its last
seven seasons in the Sun Belt Conference, including both the 2013 and
2014 seasons. The top eight finishers
in the regular-season standings qualify for the double-elimination C-USA
Baseball Championship in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
Though the team was not picked to
finish in the top half of the league, senior first baseman Ryan Church was
selected to the Preseason All-Conference USA team, standing alone as the
Hilltoppers’ sole selection.
Church was a Second Team All-Sun
Belt Conference selection as a junior
in 2014, leading WKU with 38 RBIs,
21 multiple-hit games, seven homers,
102 total bases and a .371 batting average with runners in scoring position,
in his first season on the Hill.
He headlines a 2015 Hilltopper offense that returns six of its top nine
hitters from last season, a group that
brings back 67.2 percent of its hits
along with 65.5 percent of its runs,
66.4 percent of its RBIs and 63.5 percent of its extra-base hits.
Defending C-USA Champion and
preseason No. 13 Rice was unanimously selected to win the league
crown again this year. The Owls feature one of NCAA's premier pitchers
in junior All-American lefty Blake Fox.
Rice has either won the C-USA regular-season or tournament title in nine
consecutive seasons.
League coaches voted Fox as the Preseason Pitcher of the Year, while fellow
Rice senior catcher, John Clay Reeves
was chosen as the Preseason Player of
the Year.
First pitch takes place Feb. 13 against
No. 14 Maryland, as the Hilltoppers
take part in Coastal Carolina’s Baseball
at the Beach Tournament.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers fall 61-63 in first home loss of season

The Lady Toppers watch the final seconds of the game against Southern Mississippi, in Diddle Arena,
on Friday, Jan. 31, 2015. WKU lost, with a final score of 61-63. EMILY KASK/HERALD

BY JONAH PHILLIPS

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers dropped
their second conference game
in a week and first home game
of the season on Saturday, falling to Southern Mississippi
61-63 in Diddle Arena. They
did so after notching a win
over Louisiana Tech on Thursday.
Against Louisiana Tech,
WKU (18-4, 7-2) shot 82.6 percent in the second half (missing just four shots from the
field) to come back from a 3233 point deficit at halftime and
win 82-66.
“I am just super proud of
this group,” Head Coach Michelle Clark-Heard said, after
her team’s win over Louisiana Tech. “Coming out of the
locker room at halftime we
made some adjustments and
changed some things defensively. Offensively, how they

were playing us, I wanted to
kind of spread them out.”
The Lady Toppers could
not carry that momentum
through to Saturday, giving up a six-point cushion at
halftime, with Southern Miss
shooting 54.2 percent from
the field. WKU led the game
25-31 in the first half, but was
outscored by eight points in
the second half.
“That’s a loss in the conference. That’s what I’m worried
about,” Clark-Heard said. “At
the end of the day, that’s what
it’s about. You have to be able
to put yourself in the position
where you could take care of
business in conference and on
your home floor.”
WKU (18-4, 7-2) shot just
3-of-12 from the free throw line
and just 6-of-23 from behind
the three-point arc in the loss.
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